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Summary of RIG Research/Member Highlights:

In addition to the information below, we had a good discussion about our long term goals during our zoom session.
The meeting also served as a good networking opportunity for members. Our current Member in the Spotlight is Dr.
Melvina “Mel” Brandau. She is Assistant Professor at Ohio University. Her dissertation work “Adolescent Victims’
Experiences with Cyberbullying: A Grounded Theory Study” led to theory development and visual depiction of the
experience of adolescent cyberbullying: Emerging from Cyberbullying. RIG Research Activities/Highlights includes
Summary
ofwho
Guaranteed
and/or
Symposium
Activities:
Dr. Paul Clark
partners with
bedsideCompetitive
and stretcher side
pediatric nurses
to develop a critical incident debriefing
process. Dr. Candace Harrington completed the 3rd revision of an evidence-based clinical practice guideline for
assessing heart failure in long-term care settings. Dr. Marie-Anne Rosemberg studies occupational health and
reproduction. Dr. Sandra Siedlecki was inducted as a fellow in the American Academy of nursing in October 2019.
Dr. Lisa Burkhart is PI on a descriptive inductive study to inform the development of a decision support tool to
prevent community-acquired pressure injury in Veterans with spinal cord injury.

Summary of RIG Award Activities:

In 2020, the Graduate Research, Advancement of Science, and Distinguished Investigator Awards were offered with
neither the Advancement of Science Award nor the Distinguished Investigator Awards receiving any applications. The
Graduate Research award is designed to recognize an outstanding graduate student who demonstrates the potential to
contribute significantly to qualitative research. Our awardees were Ms. Jennifer Kowalkowski and Ms. Anne
Shagavah. Ms. Kowalkowski is a doctoral candidate in the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Nursing with
Summary
of Additional
RIG Activities,
as applicable:
a minor in Population
Health Sciences
and an emphasis
in policy and leadership. Jennifer uses mixed methods and a
socio-ecologic framework to investigate health and well-being among rural populations, including influential factors
like educational preparation of RNs and workforce issues. Her program of research focuses on reducing rural health
disparities through community capacity development and community-based, culturally relevant strategies that reflect
local values. Ms. Shagavah is a doctoral candidate at the School of Nursing, Saint Louis University and is a Family
Nurse Practitioner. Her dissertation research on infant feeding by African Americans addresses a significant clinical
problem given that breastfeeding rates are lowest among African American women. Her research follows African
American mothers and their support persons from the end of pregnancy to 3 months postpartum. By collecting
longitudinal data from the mother and her support persons, she describes the trajectory of infant feeding to reveal how
support persons support or undermine the mother’s intention to breast feed.

Planned RIG Leadership for Upcoming Year (Name, Credentials, Institution, Title, Email)
Past Chair(s): Cherill Stockman, PhD, RN, CNE, Illinois State University, Assistant Professor, cistock@ilstu.edu
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RIG Activity Moving Forward
RIG Purpose:

The Qualitative Methods RIG was established to advance the use of qualitative research and mixed methods to study
problems of interest to nurse clinicians, educators, and administrators. The use of naturalistic inquiry,
phenomenology, ethnography grounded theory, case study, content analysis, and other qualitative methodologies
have become increasingly important to understanding the experiences of individuals, families, and groups in
confronting a variety of health care issues.

Planned RIG Symposium Title(s) and Theme(s) during Upcoming Year:

Comprised of nurse researchers from around the Midwest, the Qualitative Methods RIG promotes research across
We are planning a pre-conference workshop with possibly another RIG regarding Mixed Methods.
nursing specialties. Members have a wide range of experiences in studying such diverse health problems as dialysis
and renal transplants, obesity, Alzheimer’s disease, cancer, diabetes, mental health, genetics, palliative and end of
life care. Members have also applied qualitative methods to study web-based nursing courses, the image of nursing,
and perceptions of quality of care. Members are increasingly successful in obtaining small local grants as well as
large, federally-funded
grantsduring
to support
their work,Year:
and provide a strong network for others wanting to adopt
Planned
RIG Award(s)
Upcoming
qualitative and mixed methods research designs.
The plan for RIG Awards for upcoming year were made following discussion of previous awards offered and the
basic areas for awards recommended by MNRS, which includes graduate, undergraduate, early career, senior
researcher, best publication, best presentation. In 2019, the Dissertation Award and Senior Investigator Award were
offered. Following discussion, the awards determined for 2021 were the Dissertation Award, Senior Investigator
Award, and Best Publication Award.

Additional RIG Goals and Objectives for Upcoming Year:
There are no additional goals or objectives for the upcoming year.

RIG Goals and Objectives for Next Three Years:

Goals and Objectives for the upcoming year were discussed in relation to the previous year’s goals and survey
results about a pre-conference workshop on qualitative methods at the 2021 Annual Conference. The Overall/Long
Term RIG Goals for the next three years are to continue exploring networking opportunities with a plan for two
pop-ups (informal discussions done synchronously via video technology) in the next 12 months; to develop a
network among MNRS members who are experts in qualitative methods to have a database of researchers for
possible collaboration and mentoring, and to facilitate a pre-conference workshop on qualitative methods for new
nurse scientists.

