
    

Within 2 weeks of the Annual Conference, the RIG Chair who conducted the Annual RIG Meeting 
is responsible for submitting the RIG Annual Meeting Report to MNRS Staff at info@mnrs.org. 
This form must be used. Meeting Minutes should also be attached if taken. 
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Planned RIG Leadership for Upcoming Year (Name, Credentials, Institution, Title, Email)  
Past Chair(s): 
Chair(s): 
Chair-Elect(s):  
Grants Committee Representative(s): 
 
RIG Activity Moving Forward 
RIG Purpose: 
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	Text201: Symptom Science
	Text202: April 12, 2019
	Text203: Catherine Cherwin
	Text204: Catherine Cherwin
	Text205: March 29, 2019
	Text206: 71
	Text207: 30
	Text208: Judy Schlaeger, PhD, CNM, LAc, FAAN, University of Illinois at Chicago, jschlaeg@uic.edu 
	Text209: Dawn Denny, PhD, RN, ONC., University of North Dakota, dawn.denny@und.edu
	Text210: Catherine Cherwin, PhD, RN, University of Iowa, catherine-cherwin@uiowa.edu
	Text211: Cynthia LaFond, PhD, RN, University of Chicago, Cynthia.Lafond@uchospitals.edu
	Text212: Last year there was a name change to the RIG so this year was spent promoting the new name and reaching out to new members.
	Text213: The Symptom Science RIG had a competitive symposium titled: Symptoms in the Context of Chronic Conditions. 
	Text214: o Dissertation Award: Kendra Kamp for her work focusing on gastrointestinal and associated symptoms of inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). 
o New Investigator Award: Christine Fortney for her program of research based on the study of the symptom experiences of critically-ill infants in the NICU. 
o Distinguished Researcher Award: Eileen Danaher Hacker for her program of research leading the way in innovations and improvements in hematopoietic stem cell transplantation nursing. 
	Text215: Dr. Chris Fortuney has volunteered to be the next chair elect. 
	Text216: Dawn Denny, PhD, RN, ONC., University of North Dakota, dawn.denny@und.edu
	Text217: Catherine Cherwin, PhD, RN, University of Iowa, catherine-cherwin@uiowa.edu
	Text218: Christine Fortney, PhD, RN, Ohio State,  fortney.19@osu.edu 
	Text219: Meg Campbell, PhD, RN, Wayne State, m.campbell@wayne.edu
	Text220: The focus of the Symptom Science RIG is to advance nursing knowledge related to symptom management. The role of nursing science is critical to assist health care providers to better understand, prevent and manage symptoms experienced by patients. The Symptom Science RIG is comprised of nurse researchers from around the Midwest. The RIG is fortunate to have diversity in its membership regarding years of experience studying pain and other symptoms, effectiveness of interventions, and the physiology of these phenomena. Members range from master's students to full professors. Many RIG members have current or prior funding including small and large grants, whereas others have never been funded, but serve as an important resource regarding symptom-related issues.
	Text221: Once the call for the guaranteed symposium comes out, committee members will have a conference call to set up a time line for the 2020 guaranteed symposium to further discuss potential themes.  Symposium title and abstracts are due to the abstract review committee in June 2019.  Members will be polled for symposium title topics. 
	Text222: Dissertation Award, New Investigator Award, and Distinguished Researcher Award.
	Text223: Networking – to help connect members to others doing similar work and to connect junior faculty to potential mentors.
• Continue to work on increasing communication outside of the annual meeting. Potential ways to do this will be through Twitter (obtaining a twitter handle for the Symptom Science RIG and regularly tweeting messages about topics relevant to RIG members, member profiles), and quarterly e-symposium to discuss a relevant paper or the research of a RIG member.
• Contribute to the scientific community annually through a competitive or guaranteed symposium.
• Recognize the accomplishments of our members through three annual awards-this includes a Dissertation Award, a New Investigator Award, and A Distinguished Researcher Award
 *Support the MNRS foundation
	Text224: 1. Support the Grants Committee for grants pertaining to Symptom Science
2. Communicate multiple times in the year for nominations of RIG awards
3. Guaranteed Symposium presentations 2020
4. Continue to promote and disseminate new nursing research in the field of symptom science through annual RIG meeting research presentations, email announcements, and via guaranteed symposia.
5. Increase member enrollment and engagement through enhanced social media presence and communication with members. 


